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Puzzled – Pastor Donna Doutt – 5/10/2020 -  
John 14:1-14 
In these Covid 19/quarantine times, we often find ourselves with 
more time on our hands. So it is at my house too. We’ve done 
yard projects, garden projects, baked bread, and done more 
cooking in the last month than we did in six months prior, 
because as we like to say, “eating out is our hobby.” But this 
different time calls for different ways to stay busy. In our house 
these days, we always have a jigsaw puzzle spread out on the 
dining table.  

Now if you’re a follower or friend with me on Facebook, you’re 
probably aware of the continuing plague we have in our house 
that’s created by Hazel, our puzzle-eating dog. I call this plague 
“puzzling puzzling” because Hazel tends to eat any and all puzzle 
pieces that she can manage to lick off the table. The last one was 
particularly devastating because it’s a difficult, round puzzle and 
we had completed the entire circumference of the puzzle and 
were working from the outside in. In a moment of carelessness 
on our part, Hazel managed to eat the bottom section of the 
puzzle.  

Yes, we can still manage to finish the puzzle even with these 
parts missing, but it certainly makes it more difficult because you 
don’t have the foundation to build on. You have to truly puzzle 
your way through the puzzle.  

And so it is with our scripture today. The disciples, the people 
that you would think had the most confidence in Jesus teachings, 
are puzzling over what and how to believe the things they have 
experienced.  

Immediately prior to our scripture lesson this morning, Jesus and 
the disciples completed their last supper together. During the 
course of that meal Jesus predicted the betrayal of not only 
Judas, but also of Peter.  
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Remember this scripture when Peter is puzzled at the things that 
Jesus is predicting and asks him, “Where are you going? Why 
can’t I come too?” Then we come to this week’s scripture lesson 
and Thomas is puzzled too. 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, 
you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 

These disciples knew of other stories of Jewish heroes in the past 
like Elijah, who had been caught up to God. But this is the first 
time these people are hearing that someone who is going to God 
the Father is going to take the followers along with him.  
8 Philip said, “Master, show us the Father; then we’ll be content.” 

It’s clear at this point that they just don’t get it. The pairing of 
the Father and Jesus as objects of faith hasn’t sunk in yet. The 
disciples, as a whole, are not clearly seeing the deity of Jesus.  

Jesus patiently explains, 9-10 “You’ve been with me all this time, 
Philip, and you still don’t understand? To see me is to see the 
Father. So how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I speak to you aren’t mere words. I don’t just make 
them up on my own. The Father who resides in me crafts each 
word into a divine act. 

It’s a puzzle. Jesus tells them, 11-14 “Believe me: I am in my 
Father and my Father is in me. If you can’t believe that, believe 
what you see—these works. The person who trusts me will not 
only do what I’m doing but even greater things, because I, on my 
way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I’ve 
been doing. You can count on it. From now on, whatever you 
request along the lines of who I am and what I am doing, I’ll do 
it. That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in the Son. I 
mean it. Whatever you request in this way, I’ll do.” 
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All who are followers will sometimes find themselves puzzled. So 
many questions. Peter questions. Thomas questions. And not just 
the disciples either. Moses was puzzled too.  

In Exodus 12-13 Moses said to God, “Look, you tell me, ‘Lead this 
people,’ but you don’t let me know whom you’re going to send 
with me. You tell me, ‘I know you well and you are special to me.’ 
If I am so special to you, let me in on your plans. That way, I will 
continue being special to you.  

As one of the most prominent figures in the Bible, Moses 
struggled to believe he could deliver his people from Egypt after 
murdering an Egyptian and being rejected by his Hebrew 
brothers. After this, he ran into the wilderness until the time 
when the Lord appeared to him in the burning bush. But when 
God called him to do what he’d run away from, he wrestled with 
his faith with questions like, what if they don’t believe me or 
listen to me? Moses struggled with God’s response, claiming he 
couldn’t do public speaking. Frustrated with Moses, the Lord 
allowed him to have his brother Aaron help him. Every time 
Moses was puzzled and wrestled with his faith, but his questions 
were answered by God.  

So many of us, the ones who call ourselves Christians, and the 
ones who are believers but have not given their life in his name 
yet…we are puzzled. When? Where? How? Where can we find 
you, Jesus? Where are you going? How can we follow you when 
we have no clue where you are going, or what you are doing, 
especially since the violent end of you seems imminent? To which 
Jesus replies cryptically, “I AM the way, also truth and life.” 

Jesus tells them he is, will be, and remains to be THE WAY. But 
does that mean that nobody but us Christians has a chance to be 
saved? It is more than conceivable that there are many who 
follow his way, but have not confessed him out loud, who will be 
welcomed into the Kingdom of God.  
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I think about all the parents…the mothers, fathers, grandparents, 
brothers and sisters…those of us who know or live with someone 
who is puzzled; someone who questions. Our heart breaks for 
them because we fear they have not clearly seen the way to 
salvation. We pray, feeling they are lost and will never be found.  

But there are many others who have gone before us in this time 
who were puzzled and resisted accepting God’s call to lead the 
life of a Christian. People who were lost and then found. People 
who resisted and were found. People who hid from Christ and 
were found.  

Think back onto all those Biblical characters we’ve heard about 
and maybe studied through our lifetime. How many can you think 
of that were puzzled as to why God chose them? Some hid, some 
denied. But eventually when God called, they answered.  

How about Gideon? Israel was in trouble when God approached 
Gideon, declaring him to be a mighty warrior and calling him to 
save his people from the Midianites. But Gideon wasn’t up for it. 
He was puzzled and wrestling with his faith with questions similar 
to those we deal with. He wondered, if the Lord is with us, why 
has all this happened to us? He felt God had abandoned them, 
but cried out for favor. Even though Gideon questioned, his 
appeal for grace was answered and he fulfilled his mission as led 
by the Lord. 

One of my favorite Biblical figures is Jeremiah. Israel was in a bad 
way when he was called, and he was puzzled with the call at first. 
He claimed he didn’t know how to speak because he was too 
young. But God answered his questioning with empowerment. He 
told him not to say he was too young, to not be afraid, and then 
God touched him putting His words into Jeremiah’s mouth. Like 
Jeremiah, we can be empowered in the midst of our confusion 
and puzzlement.  
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Abraham and Sarah both were puzzled by the things God asked 
of them. They probably had reason to be because it took their 
lifetime to see how each commandment from God, one added to 
the other, would come to fruition years later. But they followed 
faithfully.  

King Saul and King David, both were puzzled as to why God 
chose them. When Jonah was called, he ran away! 

GOD HAS A PURPOSE FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US. Jesus 
says, “I AM the way, also truth and life.” Follow me! 

In these most difficult times especially, faith is trusting. When 
you are puzzled, when your faith is being challenged, the puzzling 
questions cause us struggle.  

Even for those who are lost, those who are puzzling, those with 
questions, those who are denying, who are hiding, who are 
running from God, remember there is opportunity for them too to 
find “The Way.”  

Like that round puzzle we are working on at my house, losing the 
base of it…the foundation…the boundaries of it to our puzzle-
loving dog, leaves us puzzling how to finish the puzzle! But we 
can and we will patience and blessed assurance.   

Sometimes we have an experience that leaves us bewildered and 
puzzling. Don’t ever be afraid to ask for help, prayer, or 
clarification.  James 4:10 says, “Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will lift you up.” There’s no shame in asking for help. 
We are the body of Christ. Building each other up is what we’re 
called to do…what we’re all about. 

God is our foundation, or boundary, the base with which we build 
our lives. We will never have all the answers we seek, but we can 
know where God is in our life to this point. Remind yourself of His 
promises, the prayers He’s answered for you, and your personal 
history with Him. It can help answer your questions like “what if”, 
“why?”, or “why not?”  
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Jeremiah 29:11 says, “I have plans to help you not to harm you.” 
Have faith in God. We are like children, we can turn to God with 
confidence that He’s there only for our good.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, "God does not give us everything we 
want, but He does fulfill His promises, leading us along the best 
and straightest paths to Himself.”  

Don’t let a few missing puzzle pieces stop you from following 
Jesus on the way to salvation. Keep working at it. We may never 
have all of our questions answered, but piece by piece, using God 
as our boundary and foundation, we can live a life of confidence 
and faith. Life IS a puzzle. Amen.  
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Jesus the Way to the Father 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 
I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, 
you will know[d] my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then 
believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going 
to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask 
me[e] for anything, I will do it. 

 


