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The Water is Fine – January 12, 2020 – Pastor Donna Doutt –  

Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 3:13-17  

Whenever I’m preaching on a specific, tangible subject, I always do a 

quick run-through reference to see how many times that word is 

mentioned in the Bible. Today it is all about the water. A blogger named 

Valerie Cheers Brown saved me some work, by searching out the exact 

same thing I was looking for. 1She said she found 722 references to 

water or subordinates of water. From Genesis 1:2 “the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters,” to Revelation 22:17, “17 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, 

“Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes 

take the water of life as a gift.” 

Today, we will celebrate the baptism of Jesus. We have heard it in our 

scripture reading today, and after this message, we will invite you (if 

you choose) to remember YOUR baptism through a Baptismal Covenant 

Service, where we can recommit ourselves to the salvation that is ours 

through our baptism. We will dip our hand into the water of the font, 

pick up and stone and remember our own baptism. 

We’ve taken a big leap from the manger to the adult Jesus, 

approximately 30 years old now. He’s just walking on down the road 

when he comes across his cousin, John the Baptist. Prophets had 

foretold that there would be a harbinger that would come before the 

Messiah, and here we find that in John the Baptist.  
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They’re at the Jordan River where John is baptizing his followers.  

John sees Jesus coming down the road, and recognizes him. He tells his 

followers, 2“Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb! He forgives the sins of the 

world! This is the man I’ve been talking about, ‘the One who comes 

after me but is really ahead of me.’ I knew nothing about who he was—

only this: that my task has been to get Israel ready to recognize him as 

the God-Revealer. That is why I came here baptizing with water, giving 

you a good bath and scrubbing sins from your life so you can get a fresh 

start with God.” (John 1:29-31).  

Then Jesus steps forward. 3Our gospel lesson today says, 4“He wanted 

John to baptize him. John objected, “I’m the one who needs to be 

baptized, not you!” 15 But Jesus insisted. “Do it (he says). God’s work, 

putting things right all these centuries, is coming together right now in 

this baptism.” So John did it. 

The baptism of Jesus presents a challenge for those who fully believe in 

Jesus’ divinity. John’s baptism was a call to repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins (Matt. 3:1-6). But why would the sinless Son of God 

need to be baptized for sins he never committed?  

I questioned this myself the first time I studied this scripture. Feeling 

this conflict, John protested to Jesus that baptizing should be the other 

way around – John baptized by Jesus. But Jesus answered, “let it be,” 

which indicates that Jesus himself understood John’s reluctance. 
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Someone commented that liberal Christians struggle to embrace the 

divinity of Jesus, while conservative Christians struggle to embrace the 

humanity of Jesus. It’s hard to believe that one entity can both be 

divine and human at the same time, but this is what we find in Jesus. 

But we know a voice came from heaven at that moment of baptism. 

And that voice made is clear, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am 

well pleased!”  It gives me chills to think about that moment, and what 

it would have been like to be a witness to such an event.  

Now here’s something interesting to think about…just a little side 

note... the Luke version of Jesus’ baptism professes something that the 

other Gospel versions do not. Luke 3:21 says that after Jesus was 

baptized, “… he was praying…” This is the first scriptural reference to 

Jesus in the act of praying…the first time we know that Jesus prays.  

So here we have it…the ministry of Jesus begins in the water, and he 

proclaims in John 4 “14 but those who drink of the water that I will give 

them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them 

a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” Jesus is the living water.  

Water represents life. Biblically, we know we receive new birth in our 

baptism; we know that Jesus turned water into wine; we know that we 

will never thirst again if we partake of the living water. Christ found 

four of his disciples working on the water:  Andrew, Peter, James and 

John, all were fisherman. Many of his ministries took place near the 

water and many lessons taught on or near the water.  
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As I was preparing this sermon, I thought about the scripture from 

Matthew 14:22-33 when Jesus walked on the water. If you don’t 

remember that story, do you recall that Jesus made the disciples get 

into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowds?  

Our scripture says, in verse 23 “And after he had dismissed the crowds, 

he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 

was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, 

was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in 

the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 

ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 

them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 

on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.  

30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, 

why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 

God.” 

This scripture using the symbolism of the water spoke to my heart 

particularly this week. Because of the recent news events about the 

possible division in our denomination, I can relate the churning, 

troubled sea in the dark of night to that of our churning, troubled 

denomination. I was heartsick when the news broke last week about 
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our churches. I knew this was coming sooner or later, because it is 

happening in every mainstream denomination in the United States.  

And then we have the escalation of military action in Iraq and Iran. It 

leaves me frightened for the generations to come.  

We look out across the sea of turmoil and we are fearful. I want to call 

out like Peter, “Lord, save us!”  

I’m troubled to admit that I am just an ordinary human being. I am 

sometimes like Peter and the faithless disciples. But then I pick up my 

Bible and read scriptures like this, and my energy and faith is renewed. I 

can close the pages on my Bible and look up and see Jesus saying to 

me, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Just as God spoke down from the heavens and declared, “This is my 

Son, the Beloved,” and the disciples cried out, “Truly you are the Son of 

God,” I need to put on my faith, and be not afraid. How about you? 

I want to close with this scripture from Philippians 4:4-7 titled the “Final 

Exhortations”:  

 

 

 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
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which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.” 

The Lord IS near. Let us now renew our faith in Jesus Christ by renewing 

our covenant relationship with Him by participating in this 

remembrance of our baptism. Come on in, the water is fine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


