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HOPE UNLOCKED – Easter Sunday – Pastor Donna Doutt 4-12-2020 

I remember the moment and the emotion that I felt when I received a 

phone call out of the blue. A gentleman I did not know said, “This is Dr. 

SoandSo, and I regret to inform you that your father has died.” If he 

had reached through the phone and punched me in the face, I couldn’t 

have been more shocked and disoriented. The news sucked the breath 

out of my lungs and for some reason, my legs uncontrollably went out 

from under me and I fell to my knees.  

The doctor continued to describe my father’s heart attack and how 

they couldn’t save him, but I can’t honestly remember much else of 

what he said. After I hung up, I just started to pace around the house. I 

didn’t know what to do. I was shocked and confused, and didn’t know 

who to call first, how to proceed…so I just started cleaning house! I had 

to keep busy; because that’s how some people respond to grief. They 

just keep going. 

So I think about Mary Magdalene. She was, I believe, Jesus’ most 

faithful disciples and a true friend. I think about how she must have felt 

when she woke up that Sunday morning and had the renewed 

realization that her beloved Jesus was gone. The memory of his anguish 

and his final moments were burned into her mind.  
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Like many of us, we get up and move because we must, because we 

fear that if we do not, we may never move again. We get up and do 

something, anything, because anything is better than nothing. 

Why not go over to the tomb and make sure things are in order. She 

could sit there quietly in the garden and pray. Sitting close to the stone 

that covered his final resting place was as close as she could get to 

touching him. His nearness was something she still craved. So she got 

up and went to the tomb.  

All four of the gospels tell of Mary Magdalene returning to the tomb. 

Some versions have her with other women, some alone. In our version 

from John today, she is alone. She is the one who discovers the door of 

the tomb was open. The stone rolled away. The empty tomb. Fear and 

anxiety seized her heart. She was horrified. Scripture says, “1She ran at 

once to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, 

breathlessly panting, “They took the Master from the tomb. We don’t 

know where they’ve put him.” 

Like Mary, they were in shock too. They had to see this for themselves. 

They just about knocked each other over going there. Alas, what Mary 

said was true. He was gone. No one knew where. Heartbroken and 

forlorn they returned home to share the news with other disciples.  
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Our scripture continues that, when they left the tomb, Mary stayed and 

wept, and then she saw angels.  

2Then she saw a man and spoke to him, “supposing him to be the 

gardener.” He spoke to her, asking why she wept, but he had to do 

more than speak for her to recognize him. When he said her name, she 

knew her Lord.  

Do we wonder why Jesus chose to speak to Mary Magdalene? It’s 

because he knew her faithful heart and trusted her above the other 

disciples to believe the impossible and to understand his meaning. She 

reached out to him, but when he told her, “Do not hold onto me,” or as 

the Message interpretation says, “Don’t cling to me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I ascend to 

my Father and your Father, my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples: “I saw the 

Master!” And she told them everything he said to her. 

 

 

Our lectionary reading for this day actually ends at verse 18, but I would 

like to go just a little bit further to verses 19-20: “Later on that day, the 
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disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked all 

the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, 

“Peace to you.” Then he showed them his hands and side.” 

And there we have it my friends. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Yet 

fear prevailed. The disciples remained “locked up” behind closed doors.  

I appreciate the comments from our dear friend and former District 

Superintendent, Dean Ziegler. He writes about those days of fear. He 

says, “The word “lockdown” has gained new force in recent weeks. We 

used to hear the term in relation to prisoners, statements like, “Due to 

rioting, the inmates were ‘in lockdown.’” Confined to their cells. Closed 

in, doors clanged shut. Squeezed tight. Life locked down, shut down. 

Observe the initial reaction even though Jesus’ resurrection had 

happened! The initial reaction is FEAR. Even after Jesus’ closest 

followers heard Mary’s bold report of an empty grave, even after Peter 

and John sprinted to that tomb and saw it standing open, even after 

they entered and found grave clothes neatly laid aside and the grave 

vacant, even so… by the end of the day, the disciples were in lockdown 

– a self-imposed lockdown because they were afraid.  

Afraid for their lives. Afraid of an unforeseen and totally dislocating 

reality, wondrous as it was. 
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The parallels between today’s world and the disciple’s world just after 

the empty tomb was discovered are more than a few. Confusion. Fear. 

Dislocation. Just a few weeks ago we could not have imagined whole 

cities, states, even countries being “locked down.” We feel locked down 

even today. We know fear.” 

While the Gospel is so powerful to the Easter story, let’s not forget our 

Old Testament reading from Jeremiah 31:1-6 this morning. The gist of 

those words are this: 

At that time, I will be their God, and they my people. 

The Lord says: the war’s survivors will find favor in wilderness, Israel 

will find rest. 

The people say: We remember once when God said we were loved with 

an everlasting love and with unfailing kindness. We remember that God 

said:  

• I will build you up again 

• You will dance again 

• You will plant vineyards again and enjoy their fruit 

• Watchmen will cry [again], “Let’s go to Zion, the Lord our God.” 

Note the repeated “again’s” that ring out.  

My friends, this Jeremiah scripture is sometimes referred to as the 
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“book of consolation,” because it depicts the ultimate restoration of 

both Israel (the northern kingdom) and Judah (the southern kingdom) 

and the future hope of the people of God.  

So why the repeated emphasis on “again?” Well, because Israel’s life as 

a nation had been reduced to nothing more than rubble and sad 

memories. But not forever, as it turns out. You can take note that this 

promise of life is proclaimed to a people who are at the very lowest 

point in their corporate and spiritual journey. It is promise guaranteed 

by God’s loving kindness.  

Here we are living in a time of fear. Yet we can find joy, comfort, and 

blessed assurance in the scriptures. We need to look for our comfort 

there. Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  

You have heard these words from Jeremiah of hope and 

encouragement. You know the words of Mary Magdalene, “I have seen 

the Lord.”  She told the disciples, and they told others, and they told 

others, and so on until one day someone told us. It may be good news 

we have always known, told so long ago we cannot remember when, or 

it may have come as a gift when we needed it desperately, a word of 

hope at the end of a long night.  
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In these strange and troubling times, I ask that you please care for each 

other and connect with those who are living in fear. Encourage and 

remind them that our hope is built on solid ground. We are “Easter 

people!” We walk and live our lives in the knowledge that just as that 

stone door was rolled away, and Jesus rose from the grave to sit at the 

right hand of our Father, we too have the promise that all who believe 

in Jesus will have everlasting life. Jesus is the key! 

It is our work now, to let the world know. Christ is risen. Christ is risen 

indeed! Let us share the Good News with the world! 

 


