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BUILDING BLOCKS OF FAITH: LIVING IN COMMUNITY – Pastor Donna 
Doutt – Acts 2:42-47  

Today’s message is the third one in our series “Building Blocks of Faith,” 
and considers “Living in Community.” It focuses on the book of Acts, 
most likely written by the apostle Luke to the mysterious person we 
only know Theophilus. Who is the Theophilus? 1The Gospel of Luke and 
the book of Acts are both written by Luke TO Theophilus. One theory is 
that Theophilus was a Roman official in charge of Pauls’ trial in Rome, 
and that Luke wrote these letters in Paul’s defense. This would help 
explain why Acts end with Paul awaiting trial in Rome, with no word 
about the outcome. Yet perhaps Theophilus was a Christian who hired 
Luke to research the birth of Christianity and to get it in writing before 
all the eyewitnesses had died. Whoever he was, we owe him. We might 
not have these great recorded histories without Luke’s prolific letters to 
him.  

I feel like our scripture this morning from Acts 2 puts the cart before 
the horse in the lectionary, because it focusses on life AFTER the 
Ascension, which for us doesn’t occur until May 24th, and after 
Pentecost, the day the church was literally born, which we’re not going 
to experience until the Sunday of May 31. But that’s okay. It still gives 
us a powerful lesson in “community”…the community of the church.  

Our scripture tells us, 2“41-42 That day about three thousand took him at 
his word, were baptized and were signed up. They committed 
themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the 
common meal, and the prayers. 

                                                           
1 Miller, Stephen M. The Complete Guide to the Bible. Barbour Publishing. Phoenix, AZ. Print.  
2 The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 
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43-45 Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders and signs done 
through the apostles! And all the believers lived in a wonderful 
harmony, holding everything in common. They sold whatever they 
owned and pooled their resources so that each person’s need was met. 
46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed 
by meals at home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as 
they praised God. People in general liked what they saw. Every day their 
number grew as God added those who were saved.” 

Does that describe your sense of community? This scriptural 
description of life in the new Christian church almost sounds like a fairy 
tale. The people baptized on the day of Pentecost were devoted to one 
another, and “wonders and signs” were being done, and they all lived 
happily ever after, under the teachings of the apostles, sharing 
everything they had with each other, praying and breaking bread.  

Are we as a community living this fairy tale existence? Are we devoted 
to one another? Are we studying the teachings of the apostles and 
most importantly Jesus? Are we praying with and for one another? 
Lastly, are we willing to “sell whatever we own and pool our resources 
so that each person’s needs are met?” 

Now, if you were going along answering “yes” to all my questions until I 
got to the last one about selling everything to give to the community, 
don’t panic! I know that idea makes you squirm a little, but let’s look at 
it in the perspective of time.  
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Remember that in those days, the believers gathered there in 
Jerusalem expected Christ’s return any minute or, at the very the least, 
any day. They saw him 3 days after his death on what we call Easter 
Sunday. They saw him again a week later when he came to the upper 
room again to reassure Thomas, it was reported that he was seen on 
the road to Emmaus, they saw him walking by the sea. Why wouldn’t 
they think he was coming back really, really soon? But when IS soon 
when written by the hand of God? 

Two thousand years later, we know that his indefinite absence is fact. 
That’s one of the reasons why we continue to commit to our massive 
buildings and education centers to continue the work of Jesus. If we 
thought he was coming right back, we wouldn’t need to bother with 
any of that. But those early Christians didn’t know. They would have 
never thought they needed to save for their retirement, or plan a 
vacation. Why would they? Jesus was expected back momentarily! They 
didn’t need to save for the future, as we now know we do. Their future 
was with Jesus alone, not in an earthly way, but in a heavenly existence. 
Our expectation of your “pooling of resources” comes in the form of 
your tithes and offerings.   

As many of you experienced in your lifetime, the church as an 
institution is in reformation. We no longer have hundreds in Sunday 
school classes for all ages. Our church dinners don’t bring in the 
multitudes. Twenty percent of the congregation does 80% of the work 
of the church. Yet we remain a community…a community of 
believers…a community of faith.   
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Out of curiosity, I checked the Oxford dictionary to see how they 
defined “community,” and here’s some of their explanations. I want 
you to tell me if you can answer yes to any of these: 

First definition is: a group of people living in the same place or having a 
particular characteristic in common. Yes, for the most part, we are 
people living within the demographic of Beaver County. What particular 
characteristic do we have in common? We are believers in Jesus Christ 
as our Lord and Savior, and secondly, we are followers of the United 
Methodist Church.  

Next definition is: a group of people living together in one place, 
especially one practicing common ownership. What is our common 
ownership? These buildings where we worship, these mission fields 
surrounding our churches where we do the work of Christ, loving our 
neighbors as we love ourselves…this is our common ownership.  

Lastly defined: a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing 
common attitudes, interests, and goals. Do we have a common goal? Of 
course we do? Our goal is to make disciples of Christ for the 
transformation of the world. And we can only do that in community.  

How many of you remember that little song from Sesame Street that 
asks, “who are the people in your neighborhood? In your 
neighborhood? They’re in your neighborhood? Say, who are the people 
in your neighborhood? The people that you meet each day.”  

My friends, our community is changing. The people that live on our 
church block have changed over the years. The demographics in this 
area are changing. Soon our pastoral leadership will change. Even the 
WAY we worship now is changing out of necessity.  
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Our faith is being tested. Our communities are being tested. We’ve 
spent the last month or so living in isolation. However, at the heart of 
all we are still a community of believers. We have found that we don’t 
necessarily need those buildings called “churches” to be a community. 
We are still caring, calling, and serving one another. We are still praying 
in our homes, in Facebook live prayer circles. We are worshipping 
together whether it’s in front of a computer, or simply reading the 
sermon transcript. Hebrews 10:25 tells us, “Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” We can 
still do that even if we have to do it in new, innovative ways.  

Jim Winkler, the President and General Secretary of the National 
Council of Churches, says this, 3“Our faith is at its most intense level 
when it is severely tested. There may be times when we find ourselves 
frozen by fear and unable to see that our present and future still belong 
to God. Yet if we can muster enough faith in the midst of our struggle, 
we might find our own voice to speak the truth to power.”   

Surely, these are trying times. Our Psalter reading today is from that 
most famous of songs, the 23rd Psalm. “Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me…” 

To all of you within the sound of my voice, I remind you that we ARE 
community.  

We are a community of believers.  

We are a community of faithful believers.  

                                                           
3 The Abingdon Preaching Annual 2020. Abingdon Press. Nashville TN. Print.  
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We are a community of faithful believers who love one another, who 
care for one another, who nurture one another, who pray for one 
another. Even though we may be apart, we are not separated in our 
minds or in our hearts.  

John 13:34 says, “And now I give you a new commandment: love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” For those who 
are hungry to know the love of Jesus, the love of community, the love of one 
another, I invite you to come and see, come and enter into the community of 
faith and faithfulness to one another and to God. Follow us on Facebook if you 
must, but you are invited into a community of faithful believers.  

Matthew 7:7  4 “Ask, and you will be given what you ask for. Seek, and you 
will find. Knock, and the door will be opened.” Welcome to our community. 
We’ll leave the light on for ya’! 

Amen! 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ff8zmbd67Lw  
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