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Forgetting Love – Pastor Donna Doutt – February 16, 2020  
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 [ The Gift of Love ] If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away 
all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing.  
 
I remember a movie that I watched a long time ago titled 1“Away from Her.” The 
premise of the story is a mature couple who were married for years when the wife 
is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. They think they are prepared for it, planning and 
looking at it sensibly (as mature people do), but then there’s a twist to their story.  
 
The wife enters a facility. Although her husband visits her each day and remains 
close to her, she forgets that she loved him, and along with that, forgets they are 
married.  
 
She begins a new love affair with another gentleman in the facility. The husband 
watches as love blooms for her again in this new state of mind and in this new life 
she’s living. He is erased from her memory. It hurts him deeply, but he continues 
to love her. For her it is a forgotten love in the truest sense of the word. It is a 
beautifully painful, heart-wrenching story, but perhaps more common than you 
might think.  
 
Maybe it’s because this is Valentine’s week (and I hope each and every one of you 
received love from someone in your life), and I reflect nostalgically on feelings of 
love. Or maybe it’s because the events of this past year, even this past month and 
few weeks have seen so many people forgetting love in how they treat one 
another.  

 
Like that famous Supreme’s song from the 60’s, I ask the quesiton...”where did our 
love go?”  
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I never in my wildest dreams thought that politics would divide my own family 
with such hostility. I never in my wildest dreams thought the church denomination 
that I know and love would divide with such hostility. I never in my wildest dreams 
thought my ears would hear our world leaders name-calling each other like grade 
school children. I never in my wildest dreams thought our committees would be 
discussing having guns in our churches and locking our doors.  
 
Some days it overwhelms me and I want to climb into bed and pull the covers over 
my head. While I would love to be basking in a glow of love, I often feel heavy-
hearted and demoralized over the fate of our church and our nation, and yes…our 
families too. 
 
When did we forget how to love? Did it happen suddenly, or was it a gradual 
decline? The creeping normality of deterioration and decomposition; the 
hardening of our hearts. When did it happen? How did it happen?  
 
When did we forget the very foundation of the Gospel? That scripture that we 
probably learned first in our Sunday School classes, 16 “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.”  
 
Love is what moved God to action. Love is what held Jesus to the cross. Love is 
what rolled away the stone…but we’ve forgotten that part. Our scripture today 
from 1 Corinthians reminds us, “Without love, we are simply a resounding gong, a 
clanging cymbal, a bunch of noise. Without love…we are nothing.” We consider 
ourselves Christians, but are we truly? Is that what people see in us meaningless, 
empty, noise? Maybe it’s time the Church, not just this church, but the church in 
general…was more like Jesus. 
 
Jesus commanded believers to love one another just as He loved us. In my heart of 
hearts, I believe that He looks down on this world, and we break his heart. But 
here’s the good thing. Jesus is faultless in His love of us. If only we could be as 
faultless and faithful in our love of Him.    
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I’m not alone in my concern for our loved ones in our congregations. This is a 
common subject among my colleagues when we gather. I recently read an article 
by a pastor named Jack Wellman. Jack is an author and pastor at the Mulvane 
Brethren church in Mulvane, Kansas. He is also works in prisons where I know he 
deals with conflict, resolution, and forgiveness regularly.  
 
2He recently wrote an article titled “4 Ways to Show Love to One Another.” I’d like 
to share those 4 ways with you:  
 
“Forgive One Another” 
“One of the greatest things we can do and perhaps the hardest thing we will do is 
to forgive one another.  It is one thing to forgive but it is impossible to forget, even 
so, Jesus said that we are to forgive one another just as God has forgiven us.  Paul 
writes that we should be “bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive” (Col 3:13).   
 
Nowhere in that scripture does Paul say whether the complaint is valid or not, or if 
the complaint has been forgiven or not but simply be “forgiving each other as the 
Lord has forgiven you” and in the same way “you also must forgive.” This doesn’t 
mean bringing it up over and over again, but giving up your right to be right which 
means we are to be “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Eph 4:32).  The word “forgive” means to 
release or let go of a thing or to put it this way.”  
 
Jesus forgives us over and over. Why should we not have a forgiven mindset too?  
 
“Encourage One Another” 
“Too often we are quick to criticize and hesitant to encourage or compliment 
someone.  This is one of those things that is free to give away and you have an 
unending supply. To give encouragement means to literally give to them 
courage.  To encourage someone is to give someone hope or support and is 
particularly important when someone is discouraged (or literally lacks courage).”  
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Paul writes 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and build one 
another up, just as you are doing” so encouraging someone is really building up 
another person and in turn, the Body of Christ, and through this, the church…our 
church.  
 
I’m a big proponent of the written word. I love to send cards. My husband says, 
“Why bother? Just call them or text them!” But here’s how I feel: When I send a 
card that means that even in today’s world of instant communication that I took 
the time to “get a card,” get out my trusty fountain pen (yes, I use one of those!), 
handwrite a note, purchase a stamp for it, and get it to the mailbox. I cared about 
you to do this. That card or note came from the heart. I invite you to share your 
heart in that way. It’s the little things that can show love.  
 
“Bear One Another’s Burdens” 
“Every one of us in the Body of Christ has had to suffer in this life but as the saying 
goes, ‘a joy shared is doubled, a burden shared is halved’ and so it is if we help to 
bear one another’s burdens.  We can lighten the load of someone who is 
experiencing some great loss or undergoing a great trial, even if it’s just sitting 
there and listening.  Paul writes to the church in Galatia to “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” and so if we bear one another’s burden, 
we are fulfilling the Law of Christ.” 
 
I remember as a child watching that old movie, 3“Boystown,” a 1938 biographical 
drama film based on Father Edward J. Flanagan's work with a group of 
underprivileged and delinquent boys in a home that he founded and named "Boys 
Town.” Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney both starred in the movie.  
 
The story itself is largely fictional, but it is based upon a real man and a real place 
in Nebraska. In 1943 Boys Town adopted as its image and logo a sculpture of a boy 
carrying a younger boy on his back, captioned "He ain't heavy, Father ...he's my 
brother."  
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How heavy a burden can we bear? Contrary to the popular cliché, nowhere in the 
Bible does it say, “God won’t give you more than you can handle.” The closest we 
get to that is 1 Corinthians 10:13 that says, “13 No test or temptation that comes 
your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to 
remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never let you be pushed past 
your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through it.”(Msg.) 

 
4Rev. Adam Hamilton writes, “The promise of Scripture is not that we won’t go 
through hard times…What Scriptures DOES promise is that at all times, good or 
bad, God wants to be our help and our strength.  
 
No burden is too great for us when we carry that burden with love. And no matter 
how helpless we feel, God can give us the strength to carry not only our burdens 
but some of others as well.  Jesus loves you this I know.  
 
Confessing Sin and Praying for One Another 
In our frenzy to catch as many Oscar-nominated movies as possible before last 
Sunday, my husband and I watched “The Two Popes.” In that movie, I saw 
something happen that I’d never considered before: When you ARE the Pope, to 
whom do you confess? Pope Benedict XVI confesses his sin to the Cardinal who 
would later become Pope Francis when Benedict abdicates the papal chair. 
 
Now I know we don’t “do” confession like the Catholic Church does, but there’s 
something to be said for having a heart to heart conversation with someone who 
cares and/or loves you deeply.  
 
Wellman writes, “I believe we give others hope when we are transparent and 
confess our faults and sins to one another because this makes others feel that they 
are not alone in their own struggles with sin.  And to pray for one another shows 
that we care enough to help them with the sins that they have confessed.  There is 
nothing that turns people off to Christianity more than to be a ‘holier than thou’ 
Christian.” 
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James, the brother of Jesus writes in his letter of instruction to us on how to live, 
“Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces 
wonderful results” (James 5:16). 
 
But these 4 things: forgiveness, encouragement, bearing one another’s burdens, 
and sharing our confessions to one another are meaningless without love. Let us 
not be forgetting love.   
 
A continuation of scriptural reading this morning from 1 Corinthians is one I’m sure 
you’ll all recognize because it’s used to often at weddings. Here now these words: 
 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. 
 
8 Love never ends…. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, 
I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.  
 
12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know 
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now 
faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 
Please, as we leave here today, let us be the face of kindness and love. Let’s 
remember where God is on our lives. Let’s’ remember how Jesus loved you and 
how Jesus loves me, and how He loves not just here in this church but around the 
world.  
 
Let us leave here today never forgetting to love like Jesus.  
 
Amen.  


