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Restored – March 29, 2020 Pastor Donna Doutt 

John 11:1-45 

(for video link, click here)  

This is the day the Lord has made! Greetings once again my 
friends from my home. As this weeks go by I find myself missing 
you more and more. I hope you’re taking time to do some 
reading and Bible study while we’re in isolation from one 
another. This weeks lectionary readings are these: 

Old Testament is Ezekial 37:1-14 
The Psalm this week is Psalm 130 
The Epistle lesson is Romans 8:6-11 and lastly our Gospel lesson 
is John 11:1-45. Considering that we are on the walk to the 
cross, I feel necessarily that I need to preach from the Gospels. 
This week’s scripture is the story and the miracle of the Death 
and resurrection of Lazarus. Here now these words from John 
11:  

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed 
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus,[a] “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 
for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVJnZlzom3E&t=9s
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it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 

 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who 
was called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.” 

 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already 
been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles[e] away, 19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
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brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said 
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said 
to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 
was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
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They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 
weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear 
me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had 
said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

So here we are again, journeying to the cross with Jesus. Let’s 
pick up this story from last week when we talked about Jesus’ 
miracles, or “signs” in the Gospel of John. Our miracle last week 
was from Chapter 9, the story of the blind man healed by Jesus.   
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Our lectionary readings for this year, skip over Chapter 10, 
however, many of you may recognize the storyline in it. So let 
me help set the stage for this week’s Gospel lesson by 
reminding you about Chapter 10. It is the story of the shepherd 
being the gatekeeper. Jesus tells his listeners, 1 “14-18 “I am 
the Good Shepherd. I know my own sheep and my own sheep 
know me. In the same way, the Father knows me and I know the 
Father. I put the sheep before myself, sacrificing myself if 
necessary. You need to know that I have other sheep in addition 
to those in this pen. I need to gather and bring them, too. 
They’ll also recognize my voice. Then it will be one flock, one 
Shepherd. This is why the Father loves me: because I freely lay 
down my life.” 

This kind of talk rattled many who were listening. Jesus gets 
into a bitter debate with the Jewish leaders. They accuse him of 
blasphemy, try to arrest him, and threaten to stone him. But he 
and the disciples had God on their side and they made a quick 
escape to Bethany. 

So here comes Chapter 11, Jesus is here teaching and preaching 
when he hears that Lazarus, one of his friends, and brother to 
Mary and Martha, is gravely ill…on the brink of death. They also 
live in a village called Bethany, but their Bethany is very close to 

                                                           
1 The Message (MSG) 
Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 
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Jerusalem, the place from which they had just made their 
narrow escape.  

Anyway, Mary and Martha send word for Jesus to come quickly, 
but for some reason he delays. By the time Jesus gets there, 
Lazarus has been dead four days. Maybe he’s reluctant because 
the disciples are frightened to return there and try to talk him 
out of it. Maybe he thinks a delay will let things cool down a 
little. For whatever reason… delay he does.  And by the time 
they get there, Lazarus has been dead for four days.  

That’s one day longer than any hope of resurrection. 2According 
to Biblical scholars, “a rabbi in AD 200s wrote, ‘For three days 
the soul hovers over the body, hoping to re-enter.’ After that, 
the body’s appearance begins to change and the soul moves 
on.” This is what they believed then.  

When Jesus arrives and find that Lazarus is dead, he shows a 
wide range of emotions.  

Psychologists have winnowed down reactions to grief by 
identifying five different emotions. 3The 5 stages of grief and 
loss are: 1. Denial and isolation; 2. Anger; 3. Bargaining; 4. 
Depression; 5. Acceptance.   

                                                           
2 From The Complete Guide to the Bible by Stephen M. Miller, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by 
permission. P. 355 
3 Axelrod, Julie. “The 5 Stages of Grief & Loss.” Psych Central, 20 Nov. 2019, psychcentral.com/lib/the-5-stages-of-
loss-and-grief/. Accessed 23 March 2020.  
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I once read this quote, (sorry I can’t tell you where I got it), but 
it goes like this, ““Grief never ends, but it changes. It’s a 
passage, not a place to stay. Grief is not a sign of weakness, nor 
a lack of faith. It is the price of love.” 

When Jesus gets there, he finds Martha being accusatory and 
baffled by his lack of a quick response. Verse 21-22 quotes 
Martha as saying, “Master, if you’d been here, my brother 
wouldn’t have died.” But continues to exhibit her faith in him as 
she continued, “Even now, I know that whatever you ask God 
he will give you.” 

Now pay close attention to the next few scriptural passages 
because you’ll hear two of the most often quoted and 
memorized scriptures of the Bible. They first one is this: Jesus 
tells here, “I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die.” 

Jesus is full of emotion as well. It is the price of his love for his 
friend. When he sees Mary and the others crying about Lazarus, 
he responds the way many people do in the face of death. First 
he gets angry. But then John reports a remarkably human 
moment when we hear our second famous scripture that 
informs us that “Jesus wept.”  
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This scripture is powerful! Jesus’ persona is generally one of 
serenity and patience. Yet these scripture passages burst with 
passion and emotion.   

One of my reference resources suggests that the strain in Jesus’ 
voice was evident to all observers as he instructed them to 
remove the stone that covers the tomb. Even we sense the 
anticipatory tension as profound faith and debilitating doubt 
converge in this single event. We know the conclusion, yet we 
breathe a sigh of relief when Lazarus emerges from the tomb 
after being dead for four days RESTORED to full life.  

Tah-dah! A story of resurrection that we will see played out 
again in the coming weeks as we approach the greatest 
resurrection in history and the greatest RESTORATION of our 
lives paid for by the death of our Jesus Christ.  

The plot against Jesus thickens after this last of the seven 
miracles of the Gospel of John; and our reading does go on 
further as those people in power, both religious and political, 
use this miracle to plot against Jesus. But today I choose to 
focus on the resurrection and restoration that faith offered 
Lazarus and those who loved him.  

Let’s stop here and remember that the same kind of 
resurrection and restoration is available to us as well. In this 
difficult and unpredictable time when rules and regulations are 
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changing by the minute, we need to keep our eyes on that 
stone that will be rolled away for us.  

• Who would have thought 60 days ago that we would 
shutter our churches and be denied the opportunity to 
worship together?  

• Who would have thought 60 days ago that we would be 
isolated as we are with the phrase “social distancing” used 
multiple times a day? 

• Who would have thought that we pastors would be 
planning “drive-by” Communion and distribution of palms 
next week on Palm Sunday?   

• Who would have thought that you would only receive this 
message via telecommunication?  

• Who would have thought?  
• Who knew? 

For me, as YOUR shepherd, I am carrying markers of grief.  

I am angry that we’re deprived of the opportunity to worship 
together in this most powerful and holy season. 

I grieve that I cannot see your faces as I bring this message.  I 
have my directories here and I look through and see your faces 
and pray for each of you.  

I weep for those of you who are struggling with illness and 
isolation.  
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I am hopeful that you will continue to journey to the cross with 
me in these next few weeks; and that with these words you can 
see the glory and joy that YOUR faith can bring in light of the 
greatest resurrection and restoration in history.  

I have faith. I have acceptance that God is watching all of this 
happen, and that there is a plan for us; a plan to help us, not to 
harm us. There is a restoration and a resurrection of our church 
on the horizon.  

I hope you feel the same way too.   

I read recently this statement, 4“Our narrative, on this Fifth 
Sunday in Lent, invites us to consider the possibility of 
resurrection in the lives of the many persons and communities 
who deeply need God’s presence in the ‘nowness’ of our 
existence.” This too shall pass.  

Until we can worship together where “two are more are 
gathered,” I wish you for you to experience the power and the 
blessings of the faithfulness you have in Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

                                                           
4   Feasting on the Word, Year A, volume 2, p. 140 


